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Welcome to the 40th edition of Sustainability Snippets 

Excellence in the environment awards 

City of Parramatta won the major award for Local 

Sustainability at the 2018 LGNSW Excellence in the 

Environment Awards ceremony. 

 

Parramatta’s current and future population, which is 

expected to reach 400,000 by 2036, will continue to 

benefit from energy, water and solar energy upgrades 

at multiple sites, delivery of Smart City initiatives such 

as improved flood monitoring systems, real time solar 

PV monitoring across seven sites, the installation of 

Smart Bins in key locations and multiple environmental 

education programs. Read the case study. 

 

LGNSW President Linda Scott said City of Parramatta 

Council joined 13 other winners drawn from 79 

entrants, all of whom delivered projects targeting 

critical environmental issues. 

 

 
 

The other major award presented was the Louise 

Petchell Memorial Award for individual achievement 

and it went to Peter Maganov. Peter's work has been 

instrumental in mainstreaming sustainability within 

Randwick City Council.  

Case studies of the winning projects and photos of the 

day are available. 

 

Adaptation funding available 

The Increasing Resilience to Climate Change (IRCC) 

contestable grant scheme is a $3.5 million program 

funded under the NSW Climate Change Fund, to 

support local government address identified climate 

change risks and vulnerabilities.  

 

Offered by the NSW Office of Environment & Heritage 

in partnership with Local Government NSW, IRCC 

Round 1 is currently seeking applications for climate 

change adaptation and resilience projects.  

 

Round 1 will provide up to $1,100,000 of funding for 

projects delivered within 2 years. Grants between 

$30,000 to $120,000 are available to individual 

councils.  Grants between $50,000 to $300,000 are 

available for regional projects to coordinate adaptation 

projects across a number of councils. Applications 

close Friday 1 March 2019. 

 

OEH will be running webinars in the new year to 

support applicants. Please keep your eyes on the 

grants web page for more info. 

 

Port Macquarie top suburb for solar 

The latest data for the installation of small-scale 

renewable energy systems shows that the top NSW 

suburb is Port Macquarie. Data from 2001 onwards is 

available per postcode if you would like to see how 

your community is adopting renewable energy. 

 

https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/environment-awards
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/environment-awards
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Parramatta_Environmental_Sustainability_Strategy.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/environment-awards
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/increasing-resilience-climate-change
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/Infohub/Media-Centre/Pages/Resources/RET%20media%20resources/Small-scale-renewable-energy-tracker---Quarter-3-2018-.aspx
http://www.cleanenergyregulator.gov.au/RET/Forms-and-resources/Postcode-data-for-small-scale-installations
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Turn down the heat 

Western Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils 
(WSROC) has launched the Turn Down the Heat 
Strategy that takes a collaborative, multi-sector 
approach to tackling urban heat in Western Sydney. 
Developed with the input of 55 different 
organisations, the Strategy lays out a five-year plan 
for a cooler, more liveable and resilient future. 

We’re looking for local recycling 
heroes – and we need your help to 
find them!  

Save Our Recycling is a campaign being run by 

LGNSW to call on the NSW Government to reinvest 

100% of the waste levy in a state-wide approach to 

waste and recycling. 

In the lead up to the election we’ll be sharing stories of 

‘recycling heroes’ in media and social media.  

Our recycling heroes will be NSW residents who take 

the lead on reducing, reusing and recycling waste in 

their communities, and people with ideas on how to 

remanufacture recycled goods, here in NSW. 

We want to show there are alternatives to sending our 

recyclables to China or other countries, and inspire 

residents and NSW election candidates alike to think 

about what could be achieved if the money collected 

through the waste levy was used for on-the-ground 

recycling solutions.  

This is where you come in.  

If you know of a recycling hero, we’d love to know 

about them too! We’re looking for: 

• Anyone who has a business or not-for-profit 

initiative that makes recycled goods from household 

recycling. 

• Kids who help their school reduce, reuse and 

recycle waste. 

• Residents who take a lead on recycling in their 

community. 

If this sounds like someone you know, please get in 

touch with Bronte.  

And if you haven’t already, make sure you sign up 

to the campaign at www.saveourrecycling.com.au  

 

 

 

Resources 

Local government climate change report 

Thank you to all the councils that participated in the 

survey.  The report is now available. Some of the key 

findings include: 

 

• Between 2015 and 2018, the prioritisation of 

adaptation within council operations has increased 

by 54%. 

• Climate change action is being embedded into 

council operations and becoming core business.   

• In 2018, 73% of councils had adaptation goals 

within their community strategic plan (10 year plan) 

and 80% had emission reduction goals. 

• This followed through to the Delivery Program (4 

year plan) to the Operational Plan (annual).  

Adaptation actions were in 67% of operational 

plans and emission actions were in 78%. 

• Lack of information and uncertainty of local 

government’s roles is less of a barrier. 

• Politics remain a barrier to action. 

• Councillor and GM support is a key enabler. 

Emergency preparedness toolkit 

The new Person-Centred Emergency Preparedness 

(PCEP) Toolkit has been designed to support disaster 

preparedness with people with chronic health 

conditions and disability. This new tool complements 

the Local Emergency Management Guidelines for 

Disability Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction and has 

been designed for use by community health and 

disability providers to enable emergency preparedness 

in others. 

 

2018 National Waste Policy 

The 2018 National Waste Policy embodies a circular 

economy, shifting away from ‘take, make, use and 

dispose’ to a more circular approach where we 

maintain the value of resources for as long as 

possible. 

 

Case studies 

Muswellbrook Shire Council - Sustainable Futures 

Program 

Muswellbrook Shire Council's Sustainable Futures 

Program includes a range of activities which empower 

the community to make sustainable choices and 

improve outcomes by reducing food waste, improving 

water efficiency, growing local food and increasing 

rates of upcycling and renewable energy uptake. In 

just over a year, more than 1,800 community members 

have enjoyed over 80 interactive events. 

 

https://www.wsroc.com.au/projects/project-turn-down-the-heat
https://www.wsroc.com.au/projects/project-turn-down-the-heat
mailto:mediaenquiries@saveourrecycling.com.au
http://www.saveourrecycling.com.au/
https://climatechange.environment.nsw.gov.au/-/media/NARCLim/Files/Section-4-PDFs/NSW-Local-Government-Adaptation-Survey---2018.pdf?la=en&hash=7E5960E55A8F22064C450464656FAFB52DAD25B0
http://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/cdrp/projects/UOS_PrepareNSW_user_guide_FINAL_v2.pdf
http://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/cdrp/projects/UOS_PrepareNSW_user_guide_FINAL_v2.pdf
https://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/cdrp/projects/Emergency%20Preparedness_brochure_August2017_WEB_ACCESS.pdf
https://sydney.edu.au/health-sciences/cdrp/projects/Emergency%20Preparedness_brochure_August2017_WEB_ACCESS.pdf
http://www.environment.gov.au/system/files/resources/d523f4e9-d958-466b-9fd1-3b7d6283f006/files/national-waste-policy-2018.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Muswellbrook_Sustainable_Futures.pdf
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Randwick, Waverley and Woollahra Councils - 

Solar my School 

Solar my School is a Council-run project designed to 

help primary and secondary schools in Sydney's 

Eastern Suburbs 'go solar' and access the financial, 

environmental and educational benefits of clean, 

locally produced renewable energy.  In two years, over 

56 of 63 schools are participating, with 1,839MWh/yr 

locally-produced clean energy, avoiding 1600 

tonnes/yr in CO2 emissions and reaching and inspiring 

21,000 students. 

Local government networks 

For timely notifications and access to the local 

government brains trust, join LGNSW’s discussion 

forums.  These yahoo groups have been around since 

the early 2000s.  A login is not required if you 

subscribe through email. 

 

Sustainablenet is a LGNSW initiative to promote 

sustainability in councils through-out NSW 

Subscribe : 

sustainablenet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Post Message : 

sustainablenet@yahoogroups.com  

Unsubscribe : 

sustainablenet-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com  

 

NRM_localgovt is a network for NSW council staff 

and councillors to communicate on NRM issues. 

Subscribe : 

nrm_localgovt-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au  

Post Message : 

nrm_localgovt@yahoogroups.com.au  

Unsubscribe : 

nrm_localgovt-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au  

 

Consultations 

LGNSW environment team’s recent submissions to a 

number of government initiatives are available: 

• Draft Practice Note on Service Station Forecourt 

Run-off  

• NSW Circular Economy Policy Statement and 

Discussion Paper 

• Discussion Paper – Updating the 2009 National 

Waste Policy: Less waste, more resources 

• Royal Commission into Misconduct in the Banking, 

Superannuation and Financial Services Industry  

• Treasury Laws Amendment (Improving the Energy 

Efficiency of Rental Properties) Bill 2018 

• Enhancing Conservation of Marine Biodiversity: 

Hawkesbury Shelf Marine Bioregion  

• AgStewardship Australia Limited application for 

revocation of authorisation A91382 and substitution 

of new authorisation AA1000429  

• Review of the Product Stewardship Act 2011  

Funding 

Five Million Trees for Greater Sydney Grant 

The Five Million Trees for Greater Sydney Grant 
supports councils in Greater Sydney to enhance 
urban tree canopy by co-funding tree planting 
projects in public spaces such as streets, parks and 
plazas. 

In 2018/19, $6 million in funding is available to 
eligible Councils via a competitive grant process. 
Councils are required to match the funding granted 
on a dollar for dollar basis. In-kind contributions 
may be included. 

Applications close 3 pm Friday 21 December 2018. 

Events 

• 22nd International Riversymposium , Abstracts 

Open.  

• 2019 Floodplain Management Australia 

Conference, Canberra, 14-17 May 2019.  

• Waste 2019, Coffs Harbour 14-16 May 2019 

Wishing you all a wonderful, safe and 
sustainable Christmas holiday! 

SUBSCRIPTION 

To subscribe to this electronic newsletter, visit 

lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news     

 

 

 

PROGRAM CONTACTS                                

Denise Anderson 

Senior Policy Officer – Environment 

Local Government NSW 

E denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au   

P 9242 4056

 

 

https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/90/Randwick_Waverley_Woollahra_Solar_my_School.pdf
mailto:sustainablenet-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:sustainablenet@yahoogroups.com
mailto:sustainablenet-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:nrm_localgovt-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.au
mailto:nrm_localgovt@yahoogroups.com.au
mailto:nrm_localgovt-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com.au
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/submissions
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/draft_Practice_Note_managing_service_station_forecourt_runoff.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/draft_Practice_Note_managing_service_station_forecourt_runoff.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_Circular_Economy_Policy.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_Circular_Economy_Policy.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_update_National_Waste_Policy.pdf
https://lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_update_National_Waste_Policy.pdf
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Submissions/Documents/Round-6-written-submissions/POL.9006.0001.0013.pdf
https://financialservices.royalcommission.gov.au/Submissions/Documents/Round-6-written-submissions/POL.9006.0001.0013.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=465c3045-70d2-4522-8f25-d4f2a46e2691&subId=661036
https://www.aph.gov.au/DocumentStore.ashx?id=465c3045-70d2-4522-8f25-d4f2a46e2691&subId=661036
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Draft_Submission_Hawkesbury_Shelf_Marine_Bioregion.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/Draft_Submission_Hawkesbury_Shelf_Marine_Bioregion.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_ACCC_AgStewardship.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_ACCC_AgStewardship.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/122/DraftSubmission_ACCC_AgStewardship.pdf
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/files/imce-uploads/581/Draft_Submission_on_Product_Stewardship_Act_Review.pdf
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Open-space-and-parklands/5-million-trees/Five-Million-Trees-grant
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Open-space-and-parklands/5-million-trees/Five-Million-Trees-grant
https://nrmjobs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f1a861214a9eb4f3ec3ef9e0&id=24af79d268&e=ba9cfd0810
https://nrmjobs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f1a861214a9eb4f3ec3ef9e0&id=ddeebf9940&e=ba9cfd0810
https://nrmjobs.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f1a861214a9eb4f3ec3ef9e0&id=ddeebf9940&e=ba9cfd0810
https://www.coffswasteconference.com.au/2019/
http://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/ecologically-sustainable-development/news
mailto:denise.anderson@lgnsw.org.au

